[Factors regulating growth processes in the ovary].
This paper summarizes the recent knowledge on the factors stimulating or inhibiting the ovarian growth. In the present review the following factors influencing growth processes in the ovary are discussed: gonadotropins, sex steroids, prolactin, renin, angiotensin II, atrial natriuretic factor (ANF), growth hormone, insulin, prostaglandins, pineal indoleamines, tissue growth factors and others. The role of nervous system is also described in the study. Not only gonadotropins and other stimulatory factors but also inhibitory agents, e.g., melatonin should be considered in the ovarian growth regulation. The hypertrophic and/or hyperplastic processes in the ovary seem to be dependent on either the excess of stimulatory agents or the deficit of the growth inhibitors.